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court dignitaries who embraced the new faith would have beea
much larger than given by Abul Fazl. Of the nearly five hundred
courtiers of the front rank, only eighteen chose to enter what
Faizi calls "the new K'aaba built by Akbar with stones from Sinai
and other holy places." They were: Abul Fazl, Abul Faiz Faizi,.
Sheikh Mubarak, Ja'far Beg Acaf LKhan, Qasim-i-Kahi (a poet),,
Abdul Samad (poet and painter) Aziz Khan Koka, Mulla Shah
Muhammed (a historian), Sufi Ahmad Qadr Jahan (a lawyer) had
his two sons, Mir Sharif of A'mul, Sultan Khwajah, Mirza Jani
Taqi of Shustar (a poet), Shaikhzadah Gosalah of Benaras, and
Raja Birbal.
The composition of the list is significant. Except for Raja.
Birbal, all are Muslims. Top-ranking commanders and administra-
tors did not align themselves with the experiment. Even the adult
members of the royal family did not opt for membership of the
new ecclesiastic club. Rajas Bhagwan Das and Man Singh are-
known to have openly expressed their unwillingness to worship
"new and unknown idols." One day when Akbar brought up dis-
creetly the subject of "discipleship" Raja Man Singh replied: "If
discipleship means willingness to sacrifice one's life, I have already
carried my life in my hand: what need is there of further proof?
If, however, the term has another meaning, the Emperor may
graciously put me wiser." Akbar reflected for a while, and did
not pursue the subject further. Coercion in matters of faith was-
anathema to Akbar. No wonder the followers of Din-i-Illahi never*
exceeded a few thousand.
Akbar, however^ erred grievously in prescribing a ritual of initia-
tion* that gave the appearance of entry into a new faith. Writes-
Abul Fazl:
When a novice bears on his forehead the sign of earnestness of
purpose, and he be daily inquiring more and more. His Majesty-
accepts him, and admits him on a Sunday when the world-illu-
minating sun is in its highest splendour.
At the above-mentioned time of everlasting auspiciousness,.
the novice with his turban in his hands, puts his head on the
feet of His Majesty. His Majesty then stretches out the hand of
* These details are given by Abul Fazl; hence they cannot be regarded
as fabrications of Akbar's detractors.